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Date: 1st – 2nd April 2011

Location: Highfields Estate, Leicester

Aim: To lavish love on the local community as Christians with Good News
The last ncounter Extra weekend of this academic year took place in Highfields, an area east of the City.  We were based at Trinity Life Church (TLC), who already works with the local Community.  On the Friday we joined with TLC’s Youth Group for a fun evening of worship, games & prayer.  The teaching was on ‘Church’ and continued into the Saturday morning session.

Saturday saw the youngsters take to the streets for Community Action.  Football cages were assembled, playgrounds were painted, gifts wrapped, litter picked, a community garden cleared & tidied, presents handed out and free cakes & drinks served.
It is always hard to paint a picture of an ncounter Extra weekend, so this time I am going to leave it to one of our youngsters:

“I was litter picking around the streets, and saw what I thought was rubbish on the floor, went to pick it up but realised it was a £10 note, not rubbish at all, of course! Decided I would put it in a charity box of some sort, or if I saw someone on the street who struck me as being the 'right' person, I would give it to them. Kind of forgot about it, as I put it in my pocket as a safe place, but was walking along and just saw a lady who wasn't very old - probably 20/30s, but was struggling along on crutches and just sensed she was the right person. Usually I am very shy about talking to people I don't know particularly well, let alone giving tenners to random people in the street!! But I just went up to her without thinking almost and gave it to her, explaining briefly that I had found it on the ground, and she should use it how was best for her. She seemed genuinely surprised, and laughed (in a surprised/grateful way.) I didn't ask her anything about whether it was significant, I just left her. I was thinking this afternoon about her and what may have been God's reasoning for me to give it to her. Obviously I have no idea, but I have prayed for her, and trust that there was a particular reason for her to have the money that was found on the pavement.” (Hannah Jones - 17)

What an amazing example of how God is using the young people to lavish love on the areas we serve and it is great that they are gaining confidence in their Christian faith.
There are so many people to thank for the weekend. Thank you to our partners at the Police and the Council; especially Andy from Parks & Green Spaces and City Wardens Scott & Caroline, who came along to work with the young people.   Thanks to all the youngsters and their leaders who worked so hard over the weekend.  Massive thanks to Trinity Life Church for helping with the planning, supplying a base for the weekend, providing excellent food and organising an amazing ‘Open Mic’ gig on the Saturday night. But most of all, the thanks goes to God for enabling us to serve the people of Highfields and for blessing us with an awesome weekend.
Bez Gradden

Events Manager
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